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European Nickel Directive (Updated - EN 1811:2011+A1:2015)

“EN 1811:2011” means the European Standard specifying a reference test method for release
of nickel from products intended to come into direct and prolonged contact with skin which
was firstly approved by the European Committee for Standardization on 10th October 1998 ,
previous updated on 2011 and lately updated new figure that effect 15 July 2015” Prohibition

on marketing and use — There are 2 group of mentioned concerned Jewelry

1) A post assembly (called “Studs” or “Posts”) intended to be inserted into pierced ears

2) A product intended to come into direct and prolonged contact with the skin including —
® Earrings; ® Necklaces, bracelets, chains, anklets and finger rings
® \\Vrist-watch cased, watch straps and tighteners; and

® Rivet buttons, tighteners, rivets, zippers and metal marks

New changes of update version Year 2015

The original standard EN 1811:2011 introduced a ‘measurement of uncertainty’ into the test
procedure for metal items in contact with the skin. It specified three categories of results;
‘compliant, non-compliant and no decision.” The ‘no decision’ for results that were situated

around the 0.05 pg/cm2/week compliance requirement of the Directive created a level of ambiguity for
results in the ‘no decision’ range. A similar problem was faced for post assemblies around the 0.28

pg/cm2/week.
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The new amendment simplifies the requirement for compliance by removing the 'no decision'

category and to provides a 'PASS' compliance level of 0.88ug/cm2/week for articles intended
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to come into prolonged and direct contact with the skin, and 0.35ug/cm2/week for post

assemblies.

The table below summary the change resulting from this amendment to the standard:

Post assemblies and body piercings

Other components in direct and prolonged

contact with the skin

Result (ug/cm2/wk) Under 0.11 0.11 t0 0.35 Over 0.35

Old Criteria No Decision

New Criteria

Under 0.28 0.28t0 0.88 Over 0.88

No Decision

The standard, EN 1811:2011 + A1:2015, provides a much simpler results reporting process

of results for suppliers, manufacturers and retailers testing to the nickel release standard.

Laboratories will be able to provide results which that will be reported as either ‘compliant’ or

‘non compliant’ or ‘PASS’ and ‘FAIL..
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